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place as carrier to them for London's daily
market. As we steamed in, another carrier,
which had left London after us, hoisted her
signal pennant, and took over that job.

While still our ship was under way, boats put
out from the surrounding trawlers, and converged
on us for our outward cargo, the empty fisLr
trunks. That intense band of light which had
first betrayed the smoke of the fleet eroded
upward into the low, slaty roof of nimbus till the
gloom was dissolved to the zenith. The incubus
vanished ; the sun flooded us. At last only white
feathers were left in the sky. I felt I had known
and loved these trawlers for years. All round us
were ships' boats, riding those sweeping seas in a
gyrating and delirious lunacy ; and in each were
two jovial fishermen, who shouted separate
reasons to our skipper for " the week off " he had
taken*

These boats came at us like a swarm of assail-
ants, swooping downhill on us, swerving, recoiling,
and failing away, rising swiftly above us again for
a charge, .and then careering at us with abandon
'oil the next declivity of glass. A boat would
I^Itite above us, poised and rocking on the snowy